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order England wished to announce her final victory over
the German Fleet to the world.
Considered in the light of international right, the
hauling down of the Flag could not be considered as
deciding the issue of the sovereignty of the German ships.
The sovereignty of the Squadron remained as it was, as
they kept their ' Command Flags '; the Admiral's Flag
and the Captain's pendants. It is to be presumed that
the principal part of this gesture, the hauling down of the
' Command Flags/ must have been overlooked. In the
later judicial examination, on the sinking of the German,
ships, initiated by the English Government, real surprise
was expressed at this omission.
This view of the Squadron with respect to international
usage accepted until now, e.g. in the Russo-Japanese War,
that it was not customary for interned ships to haul down
their flags, was the cause of the lodging of both written
and oral protests against this striking of the flag. We
called on his feeling of chivalry as well, that between
worthy foes such presumption was not customary. The
protest was answered with a refusal based on the allega-
tion that a state of war still existed between England and
Germany. This decision was declined in a further letter
to the English C.-in-C. At the same time the German
C.-in-C. was informed of the protest in the following W/T
message; it is here given from memory as the letter of
protest itself was lost in the sinking: ' The English Fleet
Commander ordered the War Flag to be hauled down at
evening parade on the 21 November and that it was not
to be re-hoisted without permission. I have protested
against this; this is an internment. Neutral and enemy
harbours according to the Armistice stipulations are
parallel cases. As the hauling down of colours in neutral
ports would not follow, this should not be allowed to